
2018
ANNUAL
REPORT

MASHAV - ISRAEL’S AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION,

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

THE GOLDA MEIR MASHAV CARMEL
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING

CENTER (MCTC)



2018
ANNUAL
REPORT

Report of the The Golda Meir MASHAV Carmel International
Training Center (MCTC)

MASHAV - Israel’s Agency for
International Development Cooperation at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs



C o n t e n t s  



DIRECTOR ' S
STATEMENT

The year 2018 focused on social, economic, health,

environmental and political issues. Together with

our partners, participants and guest lecturers we

discussed difficulties, challenges and amazing plans

for the future of our communities and nations.

Together we built inter sectorial partnerships for

socio-economic progress. Together we built digital

networks that will help us access global knowledge.

We salute our participants for their innovative spirit

and for their desire for social justice. Thank you to

the devoted staff of MCTC for your commitment to

dignity for every human being. Thank you dear

colleagues at MASHAV and the IGUD for initiating

and facilitating this noble cause.

With warmest regards,

M C T C  D I R E C T O R

H A V A  K A R R I E
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MCTC
PROFILE
The Golda Meir Mount Carmel

International Training Center (MCTC)

was founded in Haifa in 1961 by

MASHAV – Israel’s Agency for

International Development Cooperation,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs – to conduct

training activities in the socio-economic

arena, with an emphasis on gender

equality. Two visionary women were

behind the Center’s establishment:

Golda Meir, then Israel’s Minister of

Foreign Affairs (later to become Prime

Minister of Israel), and Mina Ben-Zvi,

MCTC’s founding director. Their

progressive views on the need for the

advancement of the status of women

were far ahead of their time. MCTC was

the first center in the world to train

women leaders. 
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Executive Summary

3

The year 2018 focused on social, economic, health, environmental and
political issues. Together with our partners, participants and guest lecturers
we discussed difficulties, challenges and amazing plans for the future of our
communities and nations. The subjects of this year’s courses and workshops
reflected the intent to advance the socio-economic position of women and
men, with particular emphasis on sustainable development. 

MCTC welcomed 605 professionals in Israel in 2018 who attended 23
activities at the Center. MCTC carried out 23 On the Spot training activities in
2018 and participated in 8 international conferences around the world from
Africa to Eastern Europe, the Caribbean and the Americas, and Asia and the
Pacific.  A total of 774 participants attended the On the Spot programs this
year. 

During 2018, MCTC carried out a vast array of activities including the fourth
International Conference for Judges on Combatting Human Trafficking, and
the 30th Women Leaders Conference titled “Leading Women Making a
Difference”. In 2018, MCTC launched four new courses; Open Innovation and
Intellectual Property Right Protection, Leadership for Civil Society Activism,
Innovation in Women’s Health, and Study Tours on Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. 

This year as well we continued our work in close collaboration with our
partners at international agencies including UN-WOMEN, UNDP, UNIDO,
UNESCO, UNODC, ILO, UNECE, U.S. Embassy Jerusalem,  and the Young
Americas Business Trust (YABT) of the Organization of American States
(OAS). The next page summarizes MCTC’s activities numerically.
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HIGH- LEVEL CONFERENCES

MASHAV - MCTC 30th International Women
Leaders conference
The 4th International Seminar for Supreme Court
Justice & Judges

Open Innovation & Intellectual Property Right
Protection
 Leadership for Civil Society Activism
 Innovation in Women Health
 Study Tour on innovation & Entrepreneurship

4
NEW COURSES

46
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING

ACTIVITIES

4



ACTIVITIES

 AT 

MCTC
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High Level Conferences



This year, in the midst of the 60th year of MASHAV activities, and the celebrations of 70
years for the State of Israel, the 30th International Women Leaders Conference celebrated
women leaders from all walks of life. This conference, held in May 2018, was a platform
for outstanding women who are leading a positive change in society to learn from each-
others experience on the role of women leaders and their significant impact on
sustainable international development. The conference aimed to create an international
network of women committed to advancing the leadership of the future. It was the
occasion for leading women worldwide to jointly come up with practical
recommendations for the way forward to a more equitable and inclusive global society.
The conference was opened by Ambassador Gil Haskel, Deputy Director General and Head
of MASHAV. Our guests included and H.E Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary UNECE, H.E
Jewel Howard-Taylor, Vice President of Liberia, H.E. Francine A. Baron, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Dominica, and many more influential women leaders in the world. Conference
participants gathered to write notes of appreciation to MASHAV-MCTC, and expressed
their gratitude for being invited to take part in the Conference.

MASHAV - MCTC 30th International Women
Leaders conference:

“LEADING WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE”
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THE 4TH INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR FOR SUPREME
COURT JUSTICES AND JUDGES: 

13-17 October

The Critical Role of the Judiciary in Combating Human
Trafficking

This seminar tackled the critical role of the judiciary in combating human trafficking
which is a global phenomenon affecting  millions of people worldwide, especially
women and children.  Held in Israel for the 4th time together with international and
national partners including the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC),The
International Labour Organization (ILO), the   National Anti-Trafficking Unit, Israel's
Ministry of Justice, The Center for Judicial Education and Training and the United
States Embassy in Jerusalem. One of the aims of the seminar was to establish a
network of justices and     judges in order to nurture cross-border collaboration and
exchange of information, legislation and best practices in the fight against human
trafficking. Partners pointed out the positive learning experience, as well as the
warm connection created among the participants. In light of the broad and diverse
experience in Israel in this field and the strong and long partnership with all
organizations both in Israel and abroad, it is recommended to repeat the activity on
this important issue.
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DELEGATIONS 

AND 

SEMINARS
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As part of MASHAV’s long term cooperation with UNDP we
were delighted to collaborate on this innovative seminar. It
offered participants a glimpse into the Israeli ecosystem,
dealing into topics such as support frameworks for
entrepreneurs, impact investment, models of social
entrepreneurship, corporate responsibility, and examples of
innovative startups that bring positive change. MCTC is
looking forward to continuing its cooperation with UNDP also
next year.  

Seminar for UNDP Delegation on
Accelerating Innovation for Social Impact

24-29 November 

Cooperation: UNDP   

 Number of Participants: 14 (5 women, 8 man)   Language: English

Morocco Delegation
 Social Entrepreneurship

17-21 June 

Cooperation: Egypt and Maghreb Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

Number of Participants: 7 (6 women, 1 man)   Language: French / Arabic 

The training activity was aimed at deepening the
participants understanding of how Israel has developed
its social entrepreneurship spirit.  Topics included:
entrepreneurship and innovation, community
development, team building and the use of the
educational system as a tool for social change. The
course material designed to emphasize the gender
aspect, and strengthen the status of women in Morocco
through leadership skills and tools for community
development.  MCTC  values its cooperation with Egypt
and the Maghreb Division at MFA and is looking forward
to continuing the partnership. 
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North Macedonia Delegation
Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

24th-29th June                                  
                               Cooperation: Embassy of Israel to Macedonia                                                  

Number of Participants: 23 (7 women, 16 men)   Language: English

We participated in hosting a delegation of young
entrepreneurs from North Macedonia on the topic
of Innovation & Entrepreneurship. We hosted
them at our center, and accompanied them for
study visits at the Technion, and other business
accelerators where they learned about the
different programs offered to encourage
Entrepreneurship, as well as visited different
startups and support system in the Israeli
ecosystem. 

High Level Seminar for  a Delegation from Honduras
Innovation & Entrepreneurship

8 – 13 July
Cooperation: Ministry of Telecommunications, Honduras

Number of Participants: 7 (3 women, 4 men)   Language: Spanish

This high level seminar was initiated by the  Honduras President Hon.
Juan Orlando. President Hernández is the first graduate of MASHAV to
become a head of state. As a graduate of MASHAV, President Hernández
noted the importance of Israeli cooperation to Honduras' development
through the training of its citizens through MASHAV courses.  This high
level seminar activity was aimed at deepening the participants
understanding of how Israel has developed its entrepreneurship
ecosystem by exposing them - in cooperation with universities,
governmental organizations, and the private sector - to different models
of entrepreneurship applied in Israel. The main objective for hosting this
Delegation was to provide a platform for learning and sharing of good
practices and policies for promoting innovative entrepreneurship.  MCTC
thanks Ms. Ana Santos from the Ministry of Telecommunications in
Honduras for her cooperation and constant assistance in providing
support to the delegates. We would also like to thank our Embassy in
Guatemala for the continued support and friendship which made this
Study Tour a success.
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Courses in
Israel

Courses 23

Partcipants605
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Development of Children: Social Emotional Support
and Well-being

January 28 – February 16

Cooperation: University of Haifa
 Number of Participants: 27 (20 women, 7 men)   

      
Language: English

In cooperation with Professor Avi Sagi-Schwartz, Center for
the Development of the Child at the University of Haifa, and
through introductory lectures, professional study visits,
observations, workshops, and discussions, participants were
exposed to services and organizations in Israel that support
children and their families.   Participants discussed with
experts the importance of early detection and intervention for
children in need of extra support.   They also gained insights
and reflected on the role of the caregiver, educator, therapist,
social worker, community worker and health caregiver in
offering support to families and children. Group members
prepared and presented final projects that could serve as a
basis for future implementation in their respective countries.
The cooperation with the Center for the Study of Child
Development at the University of Haifa was very fruitful, and
the participants benefited very much from the mix of the
practical aspects and the theoretical knowledge that the
course provided. MCTC give warm acknowledgments and
thanks to Prof. Avi Sagi-Schwartz, the director of the Center
for the Development of Children at University of Haifa. .
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ECE Children with Special
Needs

January 7th – 26th

  
   Number of Participants: 28 (25 women, 3 men)      

   
Language: Spanish

This course was dedicated to professionals in the field of
preschool education: teachers, psychologists, social workers,
therapists, university professors, and supervisors of the
Ministry of Education. Study visits formed an important part
of the curriculum, exposing the participants to different
programs that we have in Israel for children with disabilities.
At the end of the course, participants were required to
present in groups a short proposal that would result in the
meeting of one or more needs of their communities. The
participants appreciated the content of the courses and the
quality of the teaching. They considered the study visits as
enriching and useful. MCTC is looking forward to continuing
courses in the fields of early childhood education. 
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Agribusiness: a Tool for the Empowerment
of Rural Women 

March 4th – 22nd 

Cooperation: MATC, UNIDO 
Number of Participants: 25 (23 women, 2 men)

 
Language: English

The training program was aimed at contributing to rural
women’s empowerment by exploring agricultural
entrepreneurship, as well as additional, farm related
components of the rural economy contributing to income
generation and employment, taking into consideration the
adaptability of methods and technologies, to meet local
conditions in each participant's country. Following former
successful joint courses, UNIDO requested to continue
with the Course topics as they were for 2018. Mr. Dejene
TEZERA, from the Agribusiness Development Branch in
UNIDO Vienna, joined the course. Participants, in groups,
were requested to propose and initiate an agri-business to
be implemented in their own settings. By the end of the
course, participants presented projects which were
applicable to the economic empowerment of women and
were relevant to all countries represented. MCTC treasures
its cooperation with UNIDO and is looking forward to
continuing cooperating also next year. 
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Innovation in Tourism 

April 22nd – May 11th

 Number of Participants: 24 (18 women, 6 men) 

Language: Spanish

Israel has the proven ability to turn ideas into innovative products and
services. It is within this framework that this international course was
offered, to share the Israeli experience. On this topic and exchange
knowledge with the participants in order to promote tourism ventures
as an economic solution for this communities. At the end of the
course, the participants presented a project in groups that focused in
an innovative product. They had to explore an idea that led to the
creation of a new product, process or service in tourism. The
participants found it interesting how with the support of the
government, entrepreneurs can generate sustainable tourism ventures.
The course was an opportunity for participants to share their valuable
experience with one another and learn from Israeli experience. 
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Political Empowerment of
Women

June 18th – 28th

Cooperation: UN Women
 Number of Participants: 24 (22 women, 2 men)     

 
 Language: English

This is year we continued collaborating with UN Women. Through
classroom lectures, study visits, sharing participants’ professional
experience sessions and group discussions, participants acquired
the skills and knowledge necessary to enter politics or to advance
in public life, and to enter the political /decision making arena.
They also discussed gender biases in local governance and
obstacles to the equal participation of women. Moreover, they
enhanced their communication and training skills; discussed the
challenges and obstacles women face on their way to politics as
well as means to overcome them; and built social networks for
future collaboration. The long term partnership with
UNWOMEN/ACTIL is of great value to MCTC/MASHAV. MCTC  is
looking forward   to continuing this   course  that attracts powerful
women figures which in turn have the capacity to impact locally
their communities and nationally, their governments and countries. 

16



Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for
Community Development 

July 2nd - 31th

Cooperation: UNESCO 
Number of Participants: 24 participants (14 women, 10 men)

 
Language: French

The course program was built on the idea that sustainable
development of a community, depends on the welfare of the
individual, i.e., an environment that allows appropriate response to its
needs.   Therefore, the course program consisted of a combination of
entrepreneurial and business topics together with community
development and social impact aspects.   The main objective was to
develop infrastructure for social, family, cooperative or private
businesses that will enable increased income alongside social impact,
and improvement of the community’s living conditions. The course
was held in cooperation with UNESCO Headquarters which financed
flight tickets of ten course participants. MCTC is appreciative of the
collaboration with UNESCO and hopes to grow the partnership. 
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Leadership for Civil Society
Activism
July 15th – 31th

 
Number of Participants: 22 participants (14 women, 8 men)                

 
Language: English

Participants from 22 different countries across the world
attended this international course. Community and individual
social activism is of great contribution to the promotion of a just
and inclusive society. At the age of digital media, social
movements are formed rapidly and grow into global influencers
even faster. Citizens’ mobilization encourages individuals to
volunteer and take action for the betterment of their own
societies. This course was a pilot course aiming to present and
expose the participants to different models of civil society and
activism in various aspects and topics. The course included
government, private and non-profit organizations; all who are
dealing with urgent challenges and promoting various social
agendas. Participants appreciated the courses’ content and  the
materials   that reflects what can be implemented in their
respective countries. They considered the study visits enriching
and very useful. They were very active and many of them shared
case studies. MCTC is looking forward to repeating this course in
the future. 
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Supporting Women Entrepreneurs through the
Use of Information and Communication

Technologies (ICTs) and Networking

August 13th – 30th

Cooperation: UNECE 
Number of Participants:  25 (21 women, 2 men)

 Language: Russian

This program focused on exposing participants to practical uses of
ICTs, such as Internet platforms, online tools and services for small
entrepreneurs. At the end of the course, group members presented
ideas on how to support entrepreneurs and ways to use ICT for
business development as their final project. A workshop on the topic
of ICTs as a Tool to Bridge the Gender Gap in the Workplace, was led
by our guest lecturer from UNECE, Dr. Malinka Koparanova. This
Course was the 25th in a row of MASHAV/MCTC/UNECE joint
programs on the topic of entrepreneurship in Russian and English in
the last thirteen years of successful cooperation in the field of SME
development. Participants commended the international character of
the workshop, and the opportunity to meet colleagues from different
countries, exchange experiences, and establish new connections.

19



Innovative Entrepreneurship - from an
Idea to Starting a Business

October 28th – November 16th

Cooperation: Young American Business Trust (YABT)
 Number of Participants:  28 (14 women, 14 men)

 
Language: English

This course was aimed at providing a platform for learning and
sharing good practices and policies for promoting innovative
entrepreneurship and was held in the framework of the long term
collaboration with the YABT. The programs intertwined activities
in class with meetings and study visits, ending with the
presentation of innovative proposals. Emphasis was put on
innovative models of entrepreneurship in such a way that
participants could convey them to others. The input from YABT
was   valuable and MCTC is looking forward to continuing
cooperation with YABT in future courses. 
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Innovations in Women’s Health

October 28th – November 16th

Number of Participants:   26 (22 women, 4 men)

Language: English

This was the third MCTC program on the topic of Women’s health.
During the course, participants discussed issues such as methods to
improve primary health care, societal and cultural norms affecting
women’s health as well as inadequate policies and funding that
often make women reluctant to seek services. Furthermore, they
examined the human resources needed in different settings to
provide the care and support needed by women. They also became
acquainted with Israeli innovation approaches, models and
technologies that could help to find answers to challenges and
problems in the field.  The course participants appreciated the
course materials, the study visits, and the new professional
connections they made.  
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Open Innovation and Intellectual
Property Rights Protection 

December 2nd - 18th

 Number of Participants:   23 (14 women, 9 men)

Language: Spanish

This course aimed to provide access to tools, methodologies, processes
and global best practices, which allow adopting new strategies related to
the design, planning and management of innovation for the development
of new products and services in organizations and companies with
international projection as well as improving skills and knowledge of
professionals in the field of intellectual property who deal with
innovation policy and IP (Intellectual Property) strategies. Participants
were able to hear from Nobel Prize winner Prof. Dan Shechtman, that
during his address to the participants spoke of the importance of teaching
entrepreneurial skills to the youth and make it part of the school
curriculum amongst other topics. 
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Startup Accelerators in the
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem

 
November 18th - 30th

 
Cooperation: The Singapore Cooperation Program (SCP) 

Number of Participants: 27 (10 women, 17 men) 

Language: English

The course aimed to share with the participants different modules for
Innovation that helps startups accelerate their ideas. The course
program consisted of a combination of entrepreneurial and business
topics and study visits. Course participants visited companies and
government agencies in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv as a part of their study
tour.  Participants  attended professional lectures on topics such as
innovation management and the economics of startup. The course was
held in cooperation with the Singapore Cooperation Program (SCP).
The participants found the cooperation with our partner SCP very
beneficial as they had the opportunity to learn from another
ecosystem.
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The Entrepreneurial Ecosystem in Israel:
Transforming an idea to a business

December 3rd – 19th
 

Cooperation: The Visegrad Fund and the Economic and European Divisions,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs(MFA) 

 Number of Participants: 28 (6 women, 22 men)

 Language: English

This course was a pilot course that was organized as the result of the
cooperation between the Visegrad Fund and the Economic and European
Divisions (MFA). MASHAV- MCTC, as experts in promoting and developing
innovation programs, were chosen to organize and facilitate this unique
program for early stage entrepreneurs. The aim of this course was to
address main topics in the journey of early stage entrepreneurs, from
different verticals and topics, and to create a platform that will improve
their networking skills and enhance mutual learning. In addition, the
training was designed to deepen the relationship of the group with the
Israeli eco-system and inspire them to be proactive in their local
ecosystems. The course was successful and evaluated as useful by
participants. 
. 
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Innovation Road Map: Developing an
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem for Startups

December 9th – 21st

Cooperation: Economic and European Divisions – Israel’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

 Number of Participants: 23 participants (12 women, 11 men) 

Language: English

This was a regional course for Greece and Cyprus following
the request of the Economic and European Divisions at
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The purpose of the
program was to share information and to expose the key
people in the field of entrepreneurship and leading
entrepreneurs to all the milestones they need to promote
and motivate the ecosystem in their own countries — and
thus promote in a short period the startup industry in their
countries through appropriate guidance and mentoring.
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REGIONAL PROGRAMS- COURSES

 FOR 

THE MIDDLE EAST
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Regional Workshop for Health Care
Professionals on:

Introduction to Motor Learning For Physical
Therapists

August 5th – 10th 
Number of Participants: 22 participants (11 women,

11 men)
Language: English

The Green Land Society for Health Development - GLSD (Hebron) has
been working together with the Golda Meir MASHAV Carmel
International Training Center/MASHAV since 2008 on training
programs related to joint Israeli-Palestinian initiatives. The 2018
course had twenty two participants, working in the field of physical
therapy. The course consisted of lectures, practical exercises and field
visits. The participants of the program were very pleased with the
topic, the lecturer and the study visits. They were happy with the new
tools they received and mentioned they will implement what they
learned in their jobs.
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Women’s Leadership and Social
Entrepreneurship for a

Delegation from Morocco

June 17th – 21st
Number of Participants: 7 participants (6 women, 1

men)
Language: French

The training activity was aimed at deepening the
participants understanding of how Israel has developed
its social entrepreneurship spirit.   The lectures in the
course were given by a number of French speaking
lecturers that MCTC work with, in the field of
entrepreneurship and innovation, community
development, and team building.   In all lectures, the
idea was to emphasize the gender aspect and strengthen
the status of women globally in simple methods that can
be implemented everywhere.
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Regional Workshop for Health Care
Professionals on:

Balance Control and Fall Prevention in cooperation
with the Green Land Society for Health

Development

February 18th– 22nd 
Number of Participants: 22 participants (13 women, 9

men)
Language: English 

The course consisted of twenty two Palestinian
participants  working as physiotherapists. The participants
had a very meaningful study visit to the Sagol Center for
Hyperbaric Medicine and Research at Assaf Harofe
Hospital, Tsrifin.   The participants received a tour of the
facilities, and a lecture by Dr. Shay Efrati on the use of
Hyperbaric Oxygen treatment for different problems
including brain damage, brain injuries, and diabetic
wounds. The participants of the program were very
pleased with the topic, the professor and the study visit.
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Transformative Leadership for
Entrepreneurship & Business

Acceleration 
in cooperation with UNWOMEN  ESARO and

our local partner ACTIL

February 5th – 15th
Kenya 

The course was co-conducted by Mr. Jaime Amsel, Ph.D, CEO of
Strategy at POIESYS, and Ms. Paulette Woolf, President of Woolf
Strategies. In addition to classroom presentations, the
participants benefitted from hands-on experience. Course
participants were divided into four teams. Each team created a
product which they then sold on campus. Upon completion of the
course the participants: improved their skills and expanded their
understanding of business entrepreneurship in practical planning,
development, economics, operation, management and marketing
terms. Each business group developed and improved their
business model.
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Training Workshop for Coaches
Business Labs Focused on Innovation

in cooperation with YABT

May 7th – 11th

El Salvador

Aimed at strengthening social development, competitiveness and
regional integration in El Salvador, between the 14th to the 16th
of May 2018 a workshop on setting up innovative and sustainable
businesses was held at the premises of the Technological
University of El Salvador in the city of San Salvador. This
workshop, which is part of the framework of cooperation between
the Young America Business Trust (YABT) and MASHAV, was
conducted by two Israeli instructors, Eial Sergio Bluer and
Guillermo Levinton, on behalf of the MASHAV Carmel Training
Center (MCTC). 41 (16 female / 25 male) participants attended the
workshop. These consisted of technical officers (working in
diverse governmental institutions and MSME support agencies),
NGOs dealing with small business support and development,
business consultants, university faculty members and some
entrepreneurs.
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Women Caucus of
Parliamentarians: Strengthening

the Role of Women in the
Parliament in cooperation

with the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection in
Ghana.

Evaluation with Key Educational Figures - MASHAV Early
Childhood Education Program in cooperation with Ghana

Education Services (GES)

July 12th – 19th

Ghana

This two-day workshop was initiated by the Minister of Gender, Children and
Social Protection Hon. Otiko Afisa Djaba. After having attended the MASHAV
Women Leaders Conference in May 2018, she suggested organizing a capacity
building workshop for the women parliamentarians in the Ghanaian
Government. The program content was facilitated by some of the Minister’s
resource people as well as by MASHAV experts Sarah Wilner and Michal Sela. 
Sarah and Michal also facilitated the entire day, the question and answer
periods as well as discussions, thus emphasizing core themes that were
raised during the entire workshop. Following the workshop, Sarah went on to
discuss a possible follow up and evaluation of the early childhood education
program that occurred during the year of 2010- 2017. She met with teachers,
educators, govrnment officials and NGO's who were involved in the project. 

33



Entrepreneurship & Innovation in
Agribusiness -A Tool for the

Empowerment of Rural Women

 October 8th – 16th

India

During the nine day mission the Israeli team together with The
Israeli Embassy in New Delhi carried out a Pilot Training workshop
for 25 participants as well as study visits to women led venture
KAFRO (Fruit and Herbal Society) and The Horticulture Training
Institute, in order to get familiarized with the local context and
identify the needs for a joint long-term cooperation. The program of
the workshop was broken down into several thematic sessions, each
of which covered different areas of the overall topic. The
participants found that business model canvas, teamwork,
networking, and creativity techniques were the most beneficiary
sessions. It was discussed that MCTC-MASHAV could offer support
and training on the topic of Innovation, Entrepreneurship,
Leadership and Women Empowerment in order to support the CoE
(Centers of Excellent) distributed across India.
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Consulting visit to Southern Shan State. This
program was part of Improving Market

Opportunity for Women Project (IMOW)
organized by MEDA Myanmar with the support

of the Embassy of Israel in Myanmar.

October 13th – 20th

Myanmar

The mission's overall goal was to examine the existing
entrepreneurial infrastructure existing in the Shan state in Myanmar
as a prelude to developing means of cooperation between MEDA
and MASHAV to achieve improved development and upgrade the
agriculture sector in the region. During the visit, the specialist met
with decision makers, small and medium business holders,
managers of agricultural organizations, experts and project
managers in order to understand and to improve the level and
quality of business skills, as well as the decision making processes.
MCTC experts recommended Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) training for Small and Medium sized Enterprises
(SMEs), and networking training that help and support small farm
holders in their new business initiatives (from an idea to starting a
business), including the improvement of business and entrepreneur
skills.
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Overcoming the Challenges of Early Childhood
Education (ECE) in the 21st Century in

cooperation with Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA)

November 19th – 30th

Thailand

MASHAV, in partnership with the Thailand International
Cooperation Agency (TICA), implemented a two week
training program that consisted of knowledge and
experience accumulated in Israel and Thailand, with the
goal to share the knowledge and experience with
ASEAN countries. It focused on early childhood
education techniques and methodologies as well as
theories and best practices from Israel and ASEAN
countries.  
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On the Spot Seminar on Secrets of
budgeting and business planning in

cooperation
with UNDP

December 5th – 13th
Turkmenistan

The general objective of this seminar  was to upgrade the
participants knowledge of business planning activities. The main
idea was to show the new models of business planning including
creative thinking and innovation. The course program included
practical sessions for motivating the participants  to implement the
information gained into  daily practice. The group members
presented new practices learned to their colleagues and managers,
including: ideas for products and processing, and new skills and
models for advertising and design.   Participants analyzed existing
business situations and brought new concepts for implementation
in to their organizations. They also proposed solutions for different
problems and challenges presented by their peers.
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The 18th
International

Economic Forum on
Africa
31 October 

Paris, France

Marking 60 years: MASHAV hosted
a side event during the 18th
International Economic Forum on
Africa jointly organized with the
OECD Development Center to
discuss technology transfer and
international cooperation in Africa.
Head of MASHAV Ambassador Gil
Haskel and MCTC Director Ms. Hava
Karrie, represented us in this
important event.
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European
Development

Days

Ms. Shachar Reem, Deputy
Director of MCTC, together with
Ms. Shuli Kurzon van Gelder,
Director Planning, Evaluation
and Partnerships represented
MASHAV at the European
Development Days during a
panel on Changing Women’s
Lives in the Rural World. Shachar
shared from the MCTC
experience on the added value
of training: How to create an
enabling environment for the
implementation of new ideas
and projects promoting gender
equality at the practical level.
 #SheisWe
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5- 6 June 

Brussels, Belgium 



International
OMEP

Conference

Ms. Liron Maskit represented
MCTC in the 2018 international
OMEP conference in Prague,
Czech Republic. The conference
focused on Conditions of Early
Childhood Education Today: A
Foundation for a Sustainable
Future. She presented at the
conference different projects
and training sessions MCTC
conducts, promoting inclusive
early childhood settings,
learning through play, a child
centered approach and more,
focusing on sustainability and
community aspects.
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25- 27 June 

Prague, Czech Republic 



UFM Annual
Conference

Ms. Rana Nahhas Suidan
represented MCTC at the UFM
annual conference: Women 4
Mediterranean - women building
inclusive societies in Lisbon,
Portugal. This was a high Level
conference discussing pressing
issues in the Middle East on how
to promote gender equality and
economic empowerment of
women and their role in building
new sustainable inclusive
societies.
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10- 11 October 

Lisbon, Portugal 



Social Business Forum
Kazakhstan

Ms. Katerina Rudenko
represented MCTC in the
2018 social business forum
in Kazakhstan. 1200 people
came to the opening
ceremony and participated
in panel sessions, and 320
from them took part in
training and practical
workshops.   International
experts from Russia,
Turkey, Kirgizstan, Poland,
Georgia and Israel
exchanged knowledge and
experience with local
professionals.
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10 - 12 May 



SPECIAL

PROJECTS
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MCTC
Renovations

The MCTC building on David Pinsky Street is being
renovated. The building will now be fully accessible and is
getting a new modern look! We hope to renew our
activities at the center in  2020.
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The MCTC
Cookbook

For the 60 years of Israeli International development and the
30th International Women’s Leaders Conference we
cooperated with Tiltan College of Visual Design and
Communication on a number of amazing projects including
publishing a fantastic cookbook- “Cooking with Golda”. The
cookbook includes 25 of the best recipes of MCTC participants
from around the world.
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The Tiltan-
MCTC Poster

Exhibition

during our Women Leader Conference we held an
exhibition called “Leading Women Making a
Difference”. Together with the Tiltan students we
selected Israeli women who made an impact on our
society, past and present. The exhibition represents
and reflects the cultural diversity of Israel’s society,
showcasing women from all sectors and religions
who have accomplished significant achievements
for their communities and for society as a whole.
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Meet Dr. Kateryna
Ostrovska

Dr. Kateryna Ostrovska, a Family
Doctor at Medical Center Zdorovoe
Pokolenie (Healthy Generation) from
Dnipro, Ukraine, took part in MCTC's
International course on Innovations
in Women’s Health in November
2018. During the program, she
showed a great interest in the topic
of Gender Medicine that has become
a burning issue  around the globe.
Dr. Ostrovska absorbed new ideas
upon returning coming back to her
country , she became a co-founder of
the non-profit public organization
"The Ukrainian Society for Gender
and Anti-aging Medicine", first of a
kind in her country. The society aims
to promote gender medicine in
Ukraine involving both healthcare
workers and the general population
and to support a fight against
gender-, sex- and age discrimination.
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Meet Ms. Leidy Evelyn 
Diaz Posada

Meet Ms. Leidy Evelyn   Diaz
Posada, who participated in the
course “ Pre-school Children
Boys and Girls with Disabilities”
(Spanish Course: “Infantes,
Niñosy Niñas Pre-escolares con
Discapacidades”.) held in January
2018.   She has developed an
inclusive platform that allows
students with disabilities to
participate in educational
programs without any
restrictions. It is offered to
kindergartens, early education,
and preschools. She has been
working endlessly for the
inclusion of children with
disabilities in Colombia.
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