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STATEMENT BY MCTC
DIRECTOR

We are always interested in going beyond evaluations to determine the
extent to which our training programs have positively affected the
personal performance of the trainee as well as the impact on his/her
work place and community. How can we know if our training program
have improved participants' knowledge, attitude, skills, and understand
long term effects in their organizations? One way of measuring impact
that has resulted from capacity building is to identify the results of
participants activities. While learning is an important part of the training,
it must result in some outcome. We are pleased to present to you a
compilation of our alumni achievements which is

a result of their

training experience in Israel.

HAVA KARRIE
DIRECTOR, MCTC
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ABOUT MCTC

The

Golda

Meir

MASHAV

Carmel

International

Training Center (MCTC) was founded in Haifa in 1961
by

MASHAV

–

Israel’s

Agency

for

International

Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
– to conduct training activities in the socio-economic
arena, with an emphasis on gender equality. Two
visionary

women

were

behind

the

Center’s

establishment: Golda Meir, then Israel’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs (later to become Prime Minister of
Israel), and Mina Ben-Zvi, MCTC’s founding director.
Their

progressive

views

on

the

need

for

the

advancement of the status of women were far ahead
of their time. MCTC was the first center in the world
to

train

women

leaders.

To

date,

professional women and men from
participated
conferences
spot

courses

reaching
hundreds

out
of

in

MCTC's

seminars,

some

30,000

150 countries
courses

and

in Israel. In addition, through on the
and
to

long-term

thousands

organizations

projects,

of

MCTC

professionals

around

the

is

and

world.

Activities at MCTC are done in 5 languages: English,
Spanish, Russian, French, and Arabic.
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WOMEN'S
LEADERSHIP AND
GENDER EQUALITY

Within MCTC's three main areas of
study, the Center's underlying tenet
stresses the importance of women’s
leadership and gender equality.
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MCTC Core Areas of Study

Entrepreneurship and Innovation

All focused on
Gender Equality
&
Women's Leadership

Sustainable Community
Development

Early Childhood
Education & Development
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND
INNOVATION
The Israeli Entrepreneurship Culture
With a population of about 8 million people, Israel has over
6,000 start-ups, and 1,000 new start-ups are launched every
year. MCTC courses provide participants with skills and
knowledge on various topics such as entrepreneurial
ecosystem development, community building, and support
system for entrepreneurs.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND INNOVATION
COURSE LIST
Startup Accelerators in the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
Innovative Entrepreneurship
Startup Accelerators for Emerging Entrepreneurs
Innovation and Tech Transfer
Support Systems for Entrepreneurship
Support Systems for Micro-enterprises
Innovative Entrepreneurship: From an Idea to a Business
Innovative Entrepreneurship: Early Stage Startups
Use of Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs) for the Advancement of Small Businesses
Gender Aspects of Support Systems for Entrepreneurs
Tourism Micro-enterprises for the Empowerment of Rural
Women
Agribusiness – a Tool for the Empowerment of Rural
Women
Supporting Women Entrepreneurs for Sustainable
Development
Agribusiness as a tool for Women Empowerment
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STORIES
OF
SUCCESSFUL
ENTREPRENEURS
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ABHINAV NEGI
After attending the course, Abhinav

INDIA

started a program that promotes

Name of course:
Innovative Entrepreneurship
from an Idea to a Business
2017

sustainable livelihoods based on
Sustainable

Development

Goals

(SDGs) for marginal farmers by
developing

an

entrepreneurial

ecosystem to tackle the problem of
rapid

In cooperation with

migration

to

cities.

The

program is currently underway in
the Uttarakhand region in the North
of India.
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ESTHER
KANGA

CÔTE D'IVOIRE

Following the course in Israel, Esther
established a social Enterprise: LA
FONDATION MARIE-ESTHER. As part of
this social business she built a day care
center in a rural area that hosts more
than 80 children. This center also trains
mothers in the topic of agriculture. This
meaningful foundation is a wonderful
example of how an entrepreneur can
have a great impact on the community
and women's empowerment!

Name of course:
Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for Community Development
2016
In cooperation with The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)
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CARLOS
PADILLA

HONDURAS

Carlos works for Project GENESIS, a
project in partnership with USAID
Honduras and the National Foundation
for the Development of Honduras,
FUNADEH.
“Since my return from Israel, I have
improved
my
perspective
on
the
innovation
processes
generating
improvements within my team. Visiting
Israel and learning about the Israeli
ecosystem
helped me to support
GENESIS' target population, generating a
great impact in their lives and developing
small actions continuously. I have also
developed replicas of what has been
learned through lectures to other
institutions and vulnerable groups with
great success”.

Name of course:
Support Systems for Entrepreneurs
2018
In cooperation with
The Young Americas Business Trust (YABT)
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ALINA
SEVASTYUK
After completing the course in Israel,
Alina designed and delivered a course to
support women entrepreneurs in the
Volyn Region (Ukraine) in cooperation
with the Volyn Administrative Division.
The training conducted by Alina, focused
on the development of essential
business skills, such as marketing,
understanding the market and business
modeling.

UKRAINE
Name of course:
Entrepreneurs through the Use of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Networking
2018
In cooperation with United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE)
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JORGE
AMEZQUITA
After the course, Jorge went to work
directly on tourism issues with the United
States International Cooperation in
Colombia, where Jorge designed a
community tourism strategy to work
hand in hand with the National
Government in the areas most affected
by the armed conflict. Jorge was able to
advance 6 major world-class tourism
projects, where he has implemented
elements and tools of many of the
experiences analyzed in the Course.

COLOMBIA

Name of course:
Tourist Micro-enterprises for the Empowerment of Rural
Women (Microemprendimientos Turísticos para el
Empoderameinto de la Mujer Rural)
2016
In cooperation with the Inter-American Commission of Women
(CIM) - Organization of American States
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GÉRARD
TCHAA
KOLOU
After completing the course Gerard shared his
knowledge with his colleagues.
“The courses on Microenterprise Management,
Financial Management, Enterprise Project
Management and Social Entrepreneurship fit
exactly with my work responsibilities. After the
course, I have been much more productive in
my job.”
Gerard is Portfolio Manager at FAIEJ-Togo

TOGO
Name of course:
Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for Community Development
2018

In cooperation with The United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
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Oleksandra Harmash

UKRAINE

After the completion of the training
Alexandra managed to organize a
meeting in The Verkhovna Radar
Region devoted to the International
Day of Rural Women. This event was
devoted to the challenges women face
day by day developing their own
businesses and communities. Among
the participants were women, agroproject representatives, Canada and
Israel
Embassy
representatives,
deputies and other policy makers. As a
result of this meeting it was
successfully proposed to support rural
women leaders to participate in the
parliamentarian working groups.
Ms. Harmash also organized a minitraining for UHBDP staff and partners
called “Life Paradigm: Background of
GE and social roles”, which she found
was a great experience.

Name of course:
Gender Aspects of Support
Systems for Entrepreneurs
2016
In cooperation with Slovak
Agency for International
Development Cooperation
(SAIDC)
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FENOFANAMBINANATSARALAZASOA
TOKIMALALABESA SOPHIE THÉRÈSIA
“Two years after my internship in Israel, I managed to set up a
Community Enterprise with partners and some members of the
Civil Society. It is a center for information and training using ICT's.
I also initiated a training project for young women in science and
technology, a project which was financed by UNESCO.”

Madagascar

Name of course:
Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for Community Development
2015
In cooperation with The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)
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AGNINI TANOH
CHRISTOPHE
Agnini Tanoh Christophe established a training center
inspired by what he experienced in Israel.
“The training allowed me to set up my training center in
entrepreneurship and I plan to create a sub regional laboratory
(WEST AFRICA) in social entrepreneurship in my country ”

Name of course:
Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for Community Development
2016

CÔTE D'IVOIRE

In cooperation with The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
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SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
A sustainable community takes into
account, and addresses, multiple human
needs. A sustainable community uses its
resources to meet current needs while
ensuring that adequate resources are
available for future generations. MCTC
courses

on

sustainable

community

development emphasize the importance
of

community

participation,

women

leadership, protecting our environment
and supporting social change.
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Sustainable Community
Development
COURSE LIST

Political Empowerment of Women
Combating Violence Against Women and Children
Building Sustainable Communities: Leadership, Gender, and the
Environment
Community Services for the Elderly
Economic Empowerment for Women
Development and Management of Health Care Systems for Rural
Women
Sustainable Community Development
Social Entrepreneurship as a Tool for Community Development
International Seminar for Judges: The Critical Role of the Judiciary in
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings
Innovations in Women’s Health
Community Enterprises as Tools for Community Development
Empowering Women through Income Generation
Regional Workshop for Healthcare Professionals
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Successful Agents of
Social Change
"Trust yourself. Create the kind of self that you will be happy to
live with all your life. Make the most of yourself by fanning the
tiny, inner sparks of possibility into flames of achievement."
Golda Meir
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DR. KATERYNA
OSTROVSKA
As a visionary and inspired by what she
experienced in Israel, Dr. Kateryna
Ostrovska, a Family Doctor at the
Medical Center Zdorovoe Pokolenie,
(Healthy Generation) co-founded a nonprofit public organization "The Ukrainian
Society for Gender and Anti-aging
Medicine", first of a kind in her country.
The society aims to promote gender
medicine in Ukraine involving both
healthcare workers and the general
population and to support a fight against
gender, sex and age discrimination.

Name of course:
Innovations in Women’s Health
2018
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VIVIAN JOY
KENDEMEH NÉE

CAMEROON

After the course in Israel,
Vivian
developed a project titled "Bringing
the Traditional and Religious Leaders
in the Fight Against Violence done to
Women and Girls in the North West
and
South
West
Regions
of
Cameroon”.The project was supported
by Cameroon’s Ministry of Women’s
Empowerment,
and
the
United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Ms.
Vivian was the main expert from the
Central Administration to carry out
training of trainers in topics that
include: understanding Gender-based
violence (GBV), case management and
psychological first aid for GBV
survivors, and mapping of GBV
stakeholders. After implementing the
project, two safe spaces for providing
psychosocial counseling have been
created. Furthermore, a gender desk
was created in the South West Region
and one is expected to open in the
North West Region as well.

Name of course:
Combating Violence against Women and Children
2016
In cooperation with
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura Organization
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DR. MEERA THAPA
UPADHYAY
Dr. Meera Thapa Upadhyay, National
Professional Officer from WHO,
attended a training on Management
of Health Care Systems for Rural
Women. During this course she
developed a project which upon
returning to Nepal she implemented.
The project is the "National Maternal
Perinatal Death Surveillance and
Review program" and is taking place
in five districts of Nepal. From these
five, two districts were supported by
WHO Nepal and three by the
Government itself.

Name of course:
Management of Health Care Systems for Rural
Women
2016
In cooperation with ICN- International Council
of Nurses
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VLADICA
OLESEA
Vladica, who serves as
Head of
International Relations and Project
Management at the Moldova Interior
Ministry took MCTC’s course “Political
Empowerment of Women” in 2018.
During the course she advanced her
knowledge regarding gender equality
and non discrimination policies and
principles.
Immediately after the
course she began to use the
knowledge in her daily activities and
implemented a project to increase the
number of women in the police force
at the Police Academy.

MOLDOVA
Name of course:
Political Empowerment of Women
2018
In cooperation with
UN Women Eastern & Southern Africa
Regional Office (ESARO)
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Umar Kiyimba
“After the course in Israel, I organised several outreach
programmes in schools creating awareness about inclusive

UGANDA

electoral democracy specifically the participation of women
and other traditionally marginalized groups in the electoral
process. I also have a partnership with two community radio
stations which are providing us free airtime to conduct civic
education on inclusive citizen participation in the electoral
process.”

Name of course:
Political Empowerment of Women
2018
In cooperation with
UN Women Eastern & Southern Africa Regional Office (ESARO)
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KAYTHI KYAW

“In 2013, the first day care
center

MYANMAR

for

the

elderly

was

established and I'm the first
one to manage the center. I
lead the training for caregivers
for the elderly and also serve
as the focal person for our

Name of course:
Community Services for the Elderly
2012

department for elderly care.”

In cooperation with
the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE)
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Christine
Mukabunani
Christine Mukabunani attended MCTC’s
course in 2016. She is currently a
member of parliament in Rwanda.
“I learnt how to campaign and this
helped me to win the parliamentary
elections in my country”

Name of course:
Political Empowerment of Women
2016
In cooperation with Singapore
Cooperation Programme (SCP)
and
UN Women Eastern & Southern Africa
Regional Office (ESARO)
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Miljana
Petrovic
"After the course in Israel, at my
workplace, I participated in gender
projects and lectured on a few
courses on the subjects of the course
and transferred knowledge gained to
people in the region. Outside of the
workplace, a few months ago, I
started an association focused on the
development

of

entrepreneurship

and culture, directed towards gender
equality

and

the

building

of

sustainable communities."

Name of course:
Building Sustainable Communities: Leadership,
Gender, and the Environment
2017

SERBIA

In cooperation with
United Nations Environment Programme and
United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN
Habitat)
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JAYPY
TENERIFE
After the training Jaypy developed
Inhinyera "Women in Engineering" an
advocacy program.

He serves as an

honorary adviser to a group of young
women advocating active involvement
in the field of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM) with an
end view of breaking the stereotype
that STEM is only for men. Since 2015
the organization has partnered with
various organizations in the Philippines
and

helped

to

develop

nationwide

campaigns of empowering young men
and women in STEM and teaching
them

PHILIPPINES

the

equality,
nation

Name of course:
Building Sustainable Communities:
Leadership, Gender, and
Environmental Protection
2015
In cooperation with
United Nations Environment
Programme

importance
and

of

gender

building.

diversity,

sensitivity

The

in

Inhinyera’s

greatest accomplishment at present is
when a group of Inhinyera Officers and
members won in 2017 the Facebook’s
Digital

Literacy

Inhinyera

Challenge.

showcased

how

The
the

organization made use of social media
as a platform to increase awareness on
the role played by women in the
community.
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Peter Yelesani
“After the training in Israel, I felt more
equipped. When I came back I pushed
for the development of a strategy on
Political Empowerment of Women in
2016,

which

government

is

now

guiding

approaches

in

the
the

implementation of women in politics
programmes. Gender is now a key
aspect of the 2019 National electoral
cycle. I also helped to push for the
banning of handouts during a campaign,
which

was

affecting

more

female

aspirants negatively as they did not
have the resources for enticing the
voters. We now have the Political
Parties Act, which came into effect in
December 2018 and prohibits handouts

MALAWI

as a means of campaigning.”

Name of course:
Political Empowerment of Women
2015
In cooperation with
UN Women Eastern & Southern Africa Regional Office
(ESARO)
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EARLY
CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION AND
DEVELOPMENT
Early childhood education includes all forms of education,
both formal and informal, provided to young children.
Educators'

role

consists

of

fostering

the

physical,

cognitive, emotional, and social development of a child.
MCTC course participants learn tools and techniques that
help them support all areas of development within a child.
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Early Childhood Education
and Development
COURSE LIST
Development of Children: Social-Emotional Support and
Wellbeing
Early Childhood Education for Children with Special
Needs
Psychosocial Care, Support, Education, and Protection of
Children and Adolescents Infected and/or Affected by
HIV/AIDS
Innovative Approaches to Early Childhood Education
Children with Disabilities
Children at Risk – Early Detection and Intervention
Children with Different Abilities
An Integrative Approach to Early Childhood Development
and Education
Early Childhood Education, with an Emphasis on Science,
Technology, and the Environment
Planning the Daily Schedule and the Learning
Environment in the Kindergarten
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Successful Early Childhood
Practitioners

Stories of
PEOPLE WHO WORK

TO

CREATE
A Stronger Generation for a Better
World
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LEIDY
EVELYN
DIAZ
POSADA
Inspired by what she learned in
Israel, Leidy Evelyn has developed
an inclusive platform that allows
students
with
disabilities
to
participate in educational programs
without any restrictions. It is offered
to kindergartens, early education,
and preschools. She has been
working endlessly for the inclusion
of children with disabilities in
Colombia.

COLOMBIA
Name of course:
Pre-school Children Boys and Girls with Disabilities
(Infantes, Niños y Niñas Pre-escolares
con Discapacidades)
2018
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DANIEL
IHANSEKHIEN

After the course in Israel, Daniel trained
many people on child protection,
psycho-social support,
and Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PSTD).
Together with his colleagues, he
developed a regional child protection
and safeguarding strategy for Eastern
and Southern Africa.
''The learning from the course helped
to develop child protection and
safeguarding strategy for Eastern and
Southern Africa Region, and facilitated
a series of training programs for
alternative caregivers.''

NIGERIA

Name of course:
Protection of Children: Psycho-Social Support and Wellbeing
2015

In cooperation with Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS
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MARIA DEL
CARMEN
BARRERA
MEJIA
“After the course I decided to
implement the project developed
during the course that was to use
social networks and virtual tools
to create free support networks
and advice for people who have
doubts related to educational and
disability topics. I created a
YouTube channel that now has
more than 8000 followers and is
now in the process of renewal as
a brand which will include a
website and downloadable online
courses open to all and explained
in a simple and playful way.”

PERU
Name of course:
Boys and Girls with Different Skills
Habilidades Diferentes)
2015
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JACKELINE
CANALES
RECARTE
“In 2018 we worked on the inclusion of
preschool
children
in
bilingual
education. In our center we started
working with 2 autistic children, that
had not been accepted in any school.
My job was to train teachers of our
community and in the Department of
Cortes. The experience I got in Israel
was crucial in the effort to train
teachers and create awareness.”

HONDURAS
Name of course:
Infants Preschool Children with Disabilities (Infantes Niños y
Niñas pre escolares con Discapacidad)
2018
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Joy-Ann
Harrigan
''I implemented the employment of an
Early childhood special education teacher
who not only works itinerantly but also
participates weekly in the assessments of
students up to the kindergarten level.
Many of the pre-schools on the island
now request the services of my early
childhood itinerant teacher. I conduct
professional development at least 3 times
yearly to sharpen skills and upgrade
information.”

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

Name of course:
Early childhood Education and Development and
Education for Special Needs Children
2014

37

2020 Impact Magazine

Dr. Maria del
Carmen Paredes
After the course,

Maria was able to

develop a program called
classroom"

"special

for a public school aimed

towards inclusion and participation of
students from the separated

class to

regular classrooms, with training for
teachers and managers of the institution.
“Although there is more work to do,
since the training there is a change of
paradigms,

colleagues

consider

it

necessary for inclusion and opportunity
for all. The community relies on the
criteria I set out and we accompany
these institutions, mainly in children with
intellectual

disabilities

and

learning

disabilities.”

PARAGUAY

Name of course:
Preschool Children and Children with Disabilities
(Infantes, Niños y Niñas Preescolares con
Discapacidades)
2018
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Govinda
Koirala
During his work with street children in
Nepal, Govinda was able to implement
his learning in Israel and

use a

participatory method to connect the
needs of street children with NGOs that
work in the field.

After the MASHAV

training he provided training to his
colleagues, NGOs, and Government
Agencies.
“The MASHAV course was really useful
for my daily work in my organization,
Voice of Children. Due to the training I
am able to identify the needs of the
different children during different ages
of development.”

NEPAL
Name of course:
Protection of Children: Psycho-social Support and
Wellbeing
2015
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Wincler
Delgado
Monteza
After the course, Wincler took the
model from the Israeli organization
he visited during the course to create
an association called “Angels of
Chocolate “. The association is a
youth movement for children and
young adults with special needs,
providing weekly social activities for
youth with all types of mental and
physical disabilities in the province of
Jaen in Peru.

PERU
Name of course:
Infants, Boys and Girls Preschoolers with Disabilities
(Infantes, Niños y Niñas Pre-escolares con
Discapacidades)
2018
40
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OKSANA
KRYVONOGOVA

''Through the program, I was able to
understand the importance of continuity
in helping children with special needs.
After the program, I introduced an early
intervention service in Ukraine, and we
began to pay more attention not only to
the technology itself, but also to the
system of referal to services and leaving
the early intervention service in inclusive
education. In seminars and training, I
give talk about the experience of Israel:
inclusive education, support for parents,
and social programs, which helped
trainees to begin to introduce alternative
and additional communication programs
in Ukraine.''

UKRAINE

Name of course:
Early Childhood Education for Children with Special Needs
2017
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