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Newsletter 2017
We had an amazing year, full of creativity and new friendships.
Programs on innovation, business accelerators, digital bridges for development,
women in diplomacy and much more. When asked - What’s special about the MCTC experience?
The answer is - we put the focus/emphasis on our participants. Whether a high level diplomat,
head of prestigious institution, kindergarten teacher, member of parliament or a community
leader.
At MCTC, we use participants’ experience and knowledge to learn from one another,
we concentrate on building networks and of course we share from the formal and informal
Israeli experience.
Our aim is to:

Make you comfortable enough to get out of your comfort zone

Give you the opportunity to communicate with many different types of people and learn best
practices from all over the world

Be/ Feel free to make mistakes

Overcome inflexible frameworks by being creative
Thank you to all the participants for your innovative spirit and for making the world
a better place. To the staff of MCTC, many thanks for your unconventional ideas, resourcefulness
and your dedication to global development. Please scroll down to see some of the highlights
of the past year.
Wishing you a Happy Easter/Passover
Yours,

Hava.

Conferences and Seminars

MCTC had the honor of having the diplomat and former MP, Ms. Tamar
Eshel as the keynote speaker at our "Women in Diplomacy" seminar,
together with other fascinating speakers:
Women in Diplomacy
This seminar, held in February 2017, highlighted
the role of women in the diplomatic arena - the
hardships they have faced, and what they can
bring to the table. The future of women
In diplomacy was also discussed. The seminar
was opened by Ambassador Gil Haskel, Head of
MASHAV (on the picture to the left together with
Ms. Tamar Eshel).
Our guests included the French Ambassador to
Israel Helene Le Gal; Ambassador Rodica
Radian-Gordon,
Deputy
Director
General
European Affairs, Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MFA); Ms. Ilana Stein, Counsellor,
Central Europe Department, Israel MFA. The
keynote speaker was Ms. Tamar Eshel, Israel’s
first woman representative to the UN and former
Member of the Knesset.

International Anti-Trafficking
Conference for Judges
Taking place for the third time and with great
partners including OSCE*, UNODC**, IOM***
and the Anti-Trafficking Unit at Israel's Ministry
of Justice, MCTC held an international
conference for judges. As in previous years,
the seminar tackled the critical role of the
judiciary in combating human trafficking which
is a global phenomenon affecting millions
of people worldwide, especially women and
children.
The main aim of the Conference was
establishing a network of judges in order
to nurture cross-border collaboration and
exchange of Information in the fight against
human trafficking.
*Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
**United
Nations
Office
on
Drugs
and
Crime
***International Organization for Migration

Take a look at the video about the International Seminar for Judges here.

Digital Bridges for Development
This seminar, taking place June 2016, focused
on innovations that are dealing with challenges
related to developing countries. The day opened
with a fascinating and inspiring lecture, made by
Mr. Dov Moran, one of Israel’s most prominent
high-tech leaders, as well as other leading
entrepreneurs and investors. Ms. Sivan Ya’ari,
the Founder & CEO of Innovation: Africa, shared
her experience and activity in Africa using
sustainable energy solutions.
During the second part of the day we held
a panel with five young entrepreneurs, all with
startups aiming to help the population of
developing countries. During the panel we had
the honor of hosting H.E President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf, of the Republic of Liberia and her
delegation.

Courses at MCTC
Startup Accelerators for Emerging
Entrepreneurs
A new course was held at MCTC on August
2016, in which participants learned how to
operate a business accelerator in a start-up
ecosystem.
The course included many interesting visits
such as Google Campus in Tel Aviv; the Mass
Challenge Accelerator in Jerusalem; Israel
Innovation Authority & MATIMOP – Office
of the Chief Scientist; MindCET - an Education
Tech innovation center and much more.
“I feel that the ecosystem in Israel is about
people and culture, it’s the way people from
Israel are. We have to work harder to
introduce an entrepreneurial culture in our
countries” said one of the participants as he
concluded the course.

Gender Aspects of Support
Systems for Entrepreneurs

Management of Health Care
Systems for Rural Women

for Moldova, Georgia and the Ukraine

MCTC together with ICN* designed a new
program in order to tackle the challenges
in the health service systems in rural areas
and Its effects on rural women.
One of the essential activities of this training
was a visit to the Bedouin community in the
Negev, where participants could learn how
Israel deals with offering health services to
rural communities. Another important visit was
to Israel’s Ministry of Health where the
participants attended a panel involving various
ministerial officials.
*International Council of Nurses

The first MASHAV training in cooperation with
SLOVAKAID was organized at MCTC in
September 2016. The goal of this course was
promotion of gender equality and sustainable
development through the establishment of small
businesses as a source of income generation
and employment.
During the course, participants had an
opportunity to speak to Israeli businesswomen
and discuss with them challenges and
achievements of entrepreneurs in the Israeli
business ecosystem. We also had the pleasure
of hosting two guest lectures from the Slovak
Republic during this course.

Special Guests
Ambassador Jeremy Issacharoff
General Deputy Director, Israeli Ministry of
Foreign
Affairs,
Ambassador
Jeremy
Issacharoff visited MCTC in September and
met with participants from the Regional
Course for Health Care Professionals from
the Palestinian Authority and the International
Course on “Economic Empowerment of
Women”.
Ambassador Issacharof was impressed with
the achievements that MASHAV and MCTC
have accomplished on both regional and
international levels.

Ambassador
Delphine Borione UfM
Ambassador Delphine Borione, Senior
Deputy Secretary General, Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM), visited MCTC in
March 2017, to learn more about the work
being done at MCTC. Ambassador Borione
met with Palestinian and Jordanian women
taking part in a tailor made program for the
Middle East Region on: “Empowering
Women through Income Generation”.
After visiting the center, Ambassador
Delphine visited "Moona" a venture with the
agenda of creating a better socio-economic
reality in the northern periphery of Israel by
bringing together mixed communities
around advanced technologies.

MCTC in cooperation with other international organizations has
also been involved in projects around the world.
Projects in Africa
Burkina Faso
MCTC, represented by Deputy Director
Shachar Re'em, together with a team from
CINADCO* conducted a fact finding mission in
cooperation
with
Italy’s
Development
Cooperation and Burkina Faso’s Ministry of
Agriculture and Water Management, in order
to implement
human capacity building
activities with a focus on empowering
women and youth in the areas of
leadership
and
entrepreneurship
development as well as agriculture and
irrigation.
*Center for International Agriculture Development
Cooperation

Ghana

South Sudan

MCTC has been leading an eight year
on-going project in Ghana on training
teachers in early childhood education and
providing them with educational tools and
skills.

In the framework of cooperation with UNIDO*
MCTC team, led a Needs – Assessment visit
and a pilot course for the joint project:
“Upgrading the Fishery Sector in South Sudan
through Women’s Economic Empowerment”.
The project is focused on the economic
empowerment
of
women
in
fishing
communities through the enhancement of
their capacities for the establishment and
operation of small-scale businesses.

In order to ensure that this long-standing
project will be sustainable, Ms. Liron Maskit,
Course Director on Early Childhood Education
at MCTC and Ms. Noa Shefi, ECE specialist
from the Institute for Democratic Education,
conducted a course titled: “Past, Present,
Future,
Sustainable
Educational
Leadership”. The course aimed to assure that
past participants will be able to independently
maintain the ongoing project, initiated by
MCTC, even after its official Conclusion.

The mission conducted by Ms. Shachar Re'em,
MCTC Deputy Director and Mr. Max Zahavi,
financial expert, was aimed to reflect the reality
of the business potential and give a professional
support to the selected businesses.
*United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Liberia
Ms. Sarah Wilner, MCTC Deputy Director
together with Mr. Ran Cohen-Harounoff, ECE
expert from the Institute for Democratic
Education, visited Liberia on a seven day study
mission, with the aim of understanding the
existing programs in early childhood education
in Liberia, as well as understanding the assets
in the community that can be
to help create a quality
system.
It was concluded that MCTC/MASHAV,
in cooperation with Israeli academic institutions
and organizations, would serve as a training
center for ECE in Liberia. A proposal was
written jointly with the ECD bureau of the
Ministry of Education in Liberia for the way
forward and it was presented to the President
of Liberia upon her visit at MCTC.

In the picture: Ambassador Gil Haskel, Head of MASHAV,
together with President of Liberia, H.E Ellen JohnsonSirleaf; Ami Mehl, Israel’s Ambassador to Ghana and
Liberia; Ilan Fluss, former deputy head of MASHAV and
Sarah Wilner, MCTC.

Projects in South-Ea st Asi a and Oceani a
Thailand

This past year we had two projects in
Thailand. One, led by MCTC Deputy Director,
Ms. Sarah Wilner, who was a guest lecturer at
a course on Construction Guidelines for
Standards and Competency Framework of
Early Childhood Education at the Suan
Dusit University. This course was for regional
participants coming from ASEAN* countries,
and included top lecturers in the subject of
early childhood education from Thailand.
The course included study visits to various
educational institutions in Bangkok and was
in cooperation with TICA**, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Thailand and MASHAV.

Another mission MCTC carried out in Thailand
was a course, led by MCTC Course Director
on Entrepreneurship and Innovation Ms. Nuria
Levy,
entitled
Promoting
Innovative
Entrepreneurship in cooperation with the
MEKONG Institute in Thailand. The course
took place in the framework of a new MOU
signed between MASHAV and the MEKONG
Institute earlier in 2016. The course used the
MCTC methodology of “learning by doing” - in
addition to lectures by the Israeli team and
study visits, there was an emphasis on
practical exercises undertaken in teamwork.
Take a look at a video on course made by
MEKONG institute here.

* The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
**Thailand International Cooperation Agency

Solomon Islands
No place is too far for MCTC team - Shachar
Re'em and Mr. Max Zahavi, who together
with SMEC SI* started a new project in the
Solomon Islands. The team visited Solomon
Islands in November 2016 and conducted
a pilot course on innovation and
strengthening capacities in the field of
business management as well as social
and community development.
Both participants and organizers were
enthusiastic with the course as it was relevant
to their work and personal growth in a very
practical way.

Projects in Europe
Ukraine
MCTC in cooperation with UHBDP* and
MEDA** continues a joint program which
started in 2015 in the Ukraine. In 2016
MCTC, represented by Ms. Katerina
Rudenko,
Director
of
Courses
on
Entrepreneurship, held three on the spot
courses throughout the year. All courses
were designed for small business owners
and farmers on the topic of agriculture and
rural community development.
The courses turned out to be very successful
as shown by the number of participants
which had tripled after the first training.
* Ukraine Horticulture Business Development Project
** Mennonite Economic Development Associates

UfM - Barcelona
Ms. Hila Indig, Course Director for Middle East
Regional Courses at MCTC, attended this joint
event, which was hosted last October by UfM* in
Barcelona. Two hundred and fifty key
stakeholders involved in gender equality and
women’s empowerment in the Mediterranean
region came to discuss the issue of women as
actors of change the solution to the regional
challenges.
During the conference Ms. Indig shared the
various activities MCTC and MASHAV are
engaged in the Middle East region.
* Union for the Mediterranean

Projects in South and North America
Commission on the Status of
Women in New York

Panama

Ms. Hava Karrie, MCTC Director, was invited
to Panama by Israel’s Ambassador Gil Artzyeli
to attend the Third Global Forum on
"Gender Equality: Promoting Sustainable
Development Goals", MCTC she participated
in a three-day forum, hosted by UNDP* and the
Government of Panama at the City of
Knowledge Convention Center. Ms. Karrie
shared the Israeli experience on "Sexual
Harassment - Fulfillment of Rights and
Improving the Work Environment".

The sixty-first session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women was held
in New York March 2017. MCTC Director
Ms. Hava Karrie represented MASHAV/MCTC
at this event.

In addition, she presented MCTC’s activities
at the initiation of PICEFAL**. Together with
the Ambassador and the committee they
explored the possibility of bringing to Panama
MCTC’s best practices and new models to
Panamanian and Latin American professionals.
Ms. Mercedes Eleta de Brenes, former
participant in MCTC women Leadership
Conference 2015, was elected president of
PICAFEL.

Ms. Karrie organized the panel focusing
on: “Transforming women’s leadership
through Innovative Entrepreneurship –
Opportunities and Challenges”.

* United Nation Development Program
**Panamá Israel Centro de Enseñanza Familiar y Femenino

A side event was hosted by The Israeli
Mission to the UN, MASHAV/MCTC in
cooperation with UNECE. Opening Remarks
were given by H.E Ambassador Danny Danon,
the Permanent representative of Israel to the
United Nations.

The panel
participants Dr. Malinka
Koparanova, UNECE, Ms. Mercedes Eleta de
Brenes, PWCD Panama, Ms. Laila Touqan
Abu el Huda, Red Crescent Jordan and
Ms. Hava Karrie. The panel was moderated
by Dr. Janet Kabeberi - Macharia, UNEP. All
the panelist have previously been conferences
and workshops held at MCTC.

– América Latina

Take a look at a video presented at the
forum on Gender Equality here.

Take a look at a video shown at CSW61
here.

YABT
Last year was the 15th year of the YABT* and
MASHAV/MCTC cooperation for Economic
Development of the Hemisphere’s Young
People.
In honor of the occasion representing a long
and successful cooperation, a meeting with
representatives of both organizations was
held.
The main goal of this gathering was to
present the successful ongoing YABTMASHAV/MCTC
“business
labs”
and
entrepreneurship capacity building program
which has so far trained over 23,000 young
people in Latin America.
*Young Americas Business Trust

Congratulations!

MCTC would like to congratulate
H.E. Shirley Ayorkor Botchway,
former participant in our 2014
Political Empowerment course,
upon her appointment as
Ghana’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs on January 10, 2017!

MCTC is getting ready for the 2018 International
Women Leaders Conference
At the beginning of 2018, MCTC will host it’s biennial Women Leaders
Conference, bringing together leaders from around the world for five days of
panels, discussions and sharing of experiences in Haifa and Jerusalem.
Stay tuned for more information!

MCTC STAFF TAKES THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO WISH YOU HAPPY
EASTER AND PASSOVER!

http://mctc.org.il/

